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The 33rd Meeting to Think About
the Folk Entertainment
and Rural Life

Ayakomai
Koharagiodori
(Shimono)

e

Folk Entertainment of
Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture

— Date and time ——

Saturday,

< January 7
Ukawa district 2023

™~

e Venue 4,”//-—
: ion Cente
. W Large cedar tree at /é/’,’/
BN Kurohime Shrine , / "i/:',’ .
X m-.l _i . e, g w//!

Organizer

¢ 7 JA Tourism & Communications
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The 33rd Meeting to Think About
the Folk Entertainment and Rural Life

Niigata

Ayako-mai Folk Performance

— a folk Entertainment of Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture —

This year marks the 33rd folk performance of the festival, which provides urban residents with an opportuni-
ty to deepen their understanding of folk entertainment, people's lives, traditional culture, and history through
the introduction of traditional folk entertainment in rural areas throughout Japan, with the aim of promoting
exchanges between urban and rural areas to help revitalize their communities. In this year's performance,
which will be held in Tokyo for the first time in three years, we would like to introduce "Ayako-mai Folk
Performance," a classical performing art that has been handed down in Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture
since the Muromachi Period of about 500 years ago and is designated as a nationally-designated important
intangible cultural property, and discuss folk entertainment and local life with participants.

Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture

Kashiwazaki City, the town blessed with nature and the
birthplace of Ayako-mai Folk Performance, is located
almost in the center of Niigata Prefecture, nestled in the
bosom of Kariwa's Three Mountains, consisting of Mt.
Yoneyama, Mt.Kurohime, and Mt. Hachikokusan, and has
a long coastline of 42 km. The city flourished culturally in
the old days through the trades of Kitamae-bune cargo
vessels dealing with chijimi textiles, and it has many proud
traditional events such as the "Enma Ichi Market", which
has a history of over 200 years, and the "Gion Kashiwazaki
Festival Sea Fireworks", known as one of the three major
fireworks festivals of Echigo. The ‘Ayako-mai Folk Perfor-
mance", in particular, has been handed down for about 500
years and is the city's representative cultural heritage.

Kashiwazaki Fireworks Festival

Mt.Yoneyama

The city is located almost in the center of Niigata Prefec-
ture facing the Sea of Japan and is the center of the Kashi-
wazaki-Kariwa area. The prefectural capital, Niigata City,
is 84 km away and takes 1 hour and 30 minutes by Hokuri-
ku Expressway (1 hour and 15 minutes by JR Shinetsu
Line limited express), while the metropolitan area of
Tokyo is about 300 km away and takes about 3 hours by
Hokuriku-Kanetsu Expressway and about 2 hours by JR
Joetsu Shinkansen. Osaka in the Kansai region is about
520 km away and takes about 5 hours and 10 minutes by
Hokuriku Expressway. The city covers an area of 442.03
km? and has a coastline extending about 42 km.

Niigata Airport

Sea of Japan

Sado Island
L 4

Niigata Airport
Kashiwazaki ‘

4
kNagaoka >y ;#

Tokyoe «— Narita Airport
Niigata Prefecture

Haneda Airport

L Kansai Airport



The 33rd Meeting to Think About the Folk Entertainment and Rural Life

12:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:10 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

| Program |

Ayako-mai Folk Performance,
a folk entertainment of Kashiwazaki City, Niigata Prefecture

Doors open and reception begins
Opening remarks
[Part 1] Exploring the background of folk culture - Kashiwazaki City,
Niigata Prefecture and Ayako-mai Folk Performance -
Break (approx. 20 min.)
[Part 2] Special performance of folk entertainment <Ayako-mai Folk Performance >
Programs [Simono Kouta Dance] Oharagi Dance
[Takanda Kouta Dance] Hitachi Dance
[Takanda Kouta Dance]Kokiriko Dance
[Simono Noh Farce (Kyogen)] Shrimp Scooping
[Simono Kouta Dance] Hitachi Dance

At around 3:30 p.m. Closing

<> Explanation of Ayako-mai Folk performance <v-w-u-

Ayako-mai folk performance has two proprietor, Takanda district and Simono district.

Kokiriko Dance

(7

Shrimp scooping

[Simono Kouta Dance] Oharagi Dance

Women who lived in Ohara, Kyoto was once called "Oharame’. Oharagi Dance is an
expression of Oharame peddling firewood to meet her lover in the capital. The
feature of this Oharagi Dance is that the scene called "Sashi," where the dancers
make their appearance, begins with a vocal solo without accompaniment, which is
different from other dances. It is a dance of love in which 19 different beautiful hand
movements with fans are performed.

[Takanda Kouta Dance] Hitachi Dance

At Kashima Shrine in Hitachi Province (present-day Ibaraki Prefecture), fortune-tell-
ing was performed during the New Year's holiday, in which young men and women
would write the name of the person they loved on a strip and offer it before the altar,
then the Shinto senior priest would tie the strip and perform matchmaking. This
paper strip was called the "Enmusubi Hitachi-obi". It is said that the singing and
dancing that took place during the drinking bout became the basis for Hitachi Dance.
The tradition of Hitachi Dance has been preserved in both Simono and Takanda, and
each of them performs different songs and dances.

[Takanda Kouta DancelKokiriko Dance

This is the story of when Sugawara no Michizane was exiled to Dazaifu in Kyushu.
On the eve of his departure from the capital, a girl named Aya of Shichijo Bomon in
the capital was told in a dream to see him off with all her heart, and she did a
farewell dance at the foot of Sanjo Ohashi Bridge holding a lease rod (clave-like folk
instrument) to see him off, which is said to be the origin of this dance. The costume
differs from other dances in that the dancers tie up the hem of their hakama
trousers, wear a celestial crown, and hold Kokiriko instead of a fan.

[Simono Noh Farce (Kyogen)] Shrimp Scooping ————

The lord orders the young servant to buy some prawns for a feast for tomorrow's
guests.When the young servant asks the lord for money, the lord tells him that he has
no money and that the young servant should prepare it for himself. The young
servant gets angry and plans to cheat the lord. The kyogen chanting and short kyogen
dance performed during the performance add to the heartwarming flavor of the Noh
farce style. Shrimp scooping is still performed in both territories, but the lines are
different for each.
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